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Reports of suspected abuse or
heglect

Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402

Who must report child maltreatment  ?




Reports of suspected abuse or neglect
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402(a)

+ An Individual listed as a mandated reporter
under this subsection shall immediately

notify the Child Abuse Hotline if he or she:

BHas reasonable cause to suspect that a child has

1 been subjected to child maltreatment; or
1 has died; or

BObserves a child being subjected to conditions or

circumstances that would reasonably result in child
maltreatment




Mandated Reporters
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402(b)

} Any child care worker 1 An employee of DHS
or foster care worker 1 An employee working
) A coroner gnc!e_r contract {(h)r the
IVISION OT YOU
J vAv odrel?é rcare center Services of the DHS
: 1 Any foster parent
1 A dentist o , Ajudge
} A dental hygienist 1 A law enforcement
} A domestic abuse official
advocate 1 A licensed nurse
} A domestic violence ) Any medical personnel
shelter employee who may be engaged in
1 A domestic violence the admission,
shelter volunteer examination, care or

treatment of persons




Mandated Reporters
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402(b)

} A mental health , A teacher
professional } CASA staff member or

1 An osteopath volunteer

1 A physician ;A juvenile intake or

probation officer

+ A prosecuting 1 Clergy, with some
attorney restrictions

v A resident intern 1 An employee of a child

1 A school counselor advocacy or safety center

1 A social worker 1 An attorney ad litem in

the course of his or her
} A surgeon duties as an AAL




Mandated Reporters
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402(b)

B Sexual abuse advocate or volunteer (including persons
based with LLE) who works with a victim of sexual abuse

B Rape crisis advocate or volunteer

B Child abuse advocate or volunteer (including persons based
with LLE) who works with victim or abuse or maltreatment

B Victim/witness coordinator

B Victim assistance professional or volunteer

B CACD employees mandated to report child maltreatment
B Mental Health Professional

B Non - Profit Employees*




Privilege or Contract
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-402(c)

1 A privilege or contract shall not prevent a
person from reporting child maltreatment
when he or she is a mandated reporter and
required to report under this section

+ A school, Head Start program, or day care
facility shall notCFrohlblt an employee or a
volunteer from directly reporting child
maltreatment to the hotline

+ A school, Head Start program, or day care
facility shall not require an employee or
volunteer to obtain permission or notify any

person, including an emPoner or

supervisor, before reporting child
maltreatment to the hotline




Expands current criminal law in the Child
Maltreatment Act on unlawful restriction of
child abuse reporting

Current law only applies to a school, Head
Start or day care facility

Now any employer or supervisor of an
employee identified as a mandated reporter
commits a crime if he/she prohibits a
mandated reporter from making a report or
requires the mandated reporter to receive
permission before making a report to the
hotline
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School District Prohibition from Notifying a Parent, Guardian, or
Custodian of a Child Maltreatment Investigation

1 Act 613 of the 88th General Assembly, Regular Session 2011,
made amendments to the Arkansas Code as it pertains to
notification of parents or other custodians during the course
of a child maltreatment investigation. Under Ark. Code Ann 8
6- 18- 513(d), prohibited for school district staff to notify a
parent, guardian, custodian, or person standing in the place
of a parent that a request has been made to interview a
student during the course of an investigation of suspected
child maltreatment or that a student has been interviewed
during the course of a child maltreatment investigation if:

1. A parent, guardian, custodian, or person standing in the
place of a parent , is an alleged offender in an investigation of
suspected child maltreatment; and

} 2. The child maltreatment investigator requests that the
school not make notification.




Liability
Ark. Code Ann. 12-18-107

1 A person or agency required by this chapter to
report suspected child maltreatment who acts in
good faith in making notification, the taking of a
photograph or radiological test, or the removal of a
child while exercising a seventy -two hour hold is
Immune to suit and to civil and criminal liability.

} If acting in good faith, a person making notification
not named In this section is immune from liability

A publicly supported school, facility, or institution
acting in good faith by cooperating with the
Investigative agency under this chapter shall be
Immune from civil and criminal liability
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What happens if you tell someone the
name of the person who made the hotline
report?

1 Any person commits the offense of unlawful
disclosure of data or information under this
chapter if the person knowingly discloses
data or information to a person to who
disclosure is not permitted by this chapter.

v Unlawful disclosure of data or information
under this chapter is a Class A
misdemeanor.
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Unlawful restriction of child abuse reporting

1 A person employed at a school, Head Start program, or day
care facility commits the offense of unlawful restriction of a
child abuse reporting if he or she:

B Prohibits a mandated reporter under this chaPter from makin? a
d maltrea 0

report of child maltreatment or suspected chi tment
the Child Abuse Hotline

B Requires that a mandated reporter under this chapter receive
permission from the person before the mandated reporter makes
a report of child maltreatment or suspected child maltreatment to
the Child Abuse Hotline

B Knowingly retaliates against a mandated reporter under this
chapter for reporting child maltreatment or suspected child
maltreatment to the Child Abuse Hotline

1 Nothing in this section shall prohibit any person or institution

from requiring a mandatory reporter employed or serving as a

volunteer for a person or institution to inform a

representative of that person or institution that the reporter

has made a report to the Child Abuse Hotline.

1 Unlawful restriction of child abuse reporting is a Class A
misdemeanor
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What is Needed to Report

1 A Valid allegation that meets the criteria for the
Child Maltreatment Act.

} Locating information for the victim child.

r Reasonabl e cause 1 s al so kn
causebo
yProbabl e cause 1 s defi ned a

to suspect that a person has committed or is
committinge. 6 (in our case)
yA probable cause test o0i s a

to be probable cause, the facts must be such as
woul d warrant a belief by a
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1 Reasonabl e cause 1 s al so

causeo

rProbabl e cause 1 s defilne
ground to suspect that a person has
committed or 1 s commi ¢ttt

child maltreatment
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